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This document is a facsimile of a late 18th century
Sheffield Bridge Lottery ticket sign ed by Sheffield's own
Theodore Sedgwick. The original recently came up for
auction on e-Bay; unfortunately, the Society was out-bid.

An item offered for sale on e-Bay illuminated a heretofore

unknown aspect of Sheffield's internal improvement pro
gram during its early years. The construction of bridges and
roads, a persistent, heavy drain on town finances, was reme
died, in part, through a bridge lottery in the late 18th cen
tury. Its purpose was to raise money for their construction
and maintenance.

The history of lotteries in America goes back to the
Virginia Company in 1612 when one was held to provide
funds for colonization of that future state. They continued
to be popular in the 1700's with legislatures authorizing lot
teries for every type of public improvement from building
churches and colleges to the construction of roads and
bridges.
The e-Bay item, a ticket for SHEFFIELD BRIDGE LOT
TERY No. 228 8, (shown here) was signed by Sheffield's
Theodore Sed gwick, a member of the Confederation
Congress, U.S. Senate, Speaker of the House of
Representatives, and later Chief Justice of the Massachusetts
Supreme Court.
While the Society bid on the ticket, it dropped out of the
bidding at $200. The same item for a Connecticut bridge
lottery the same day went for $375. We will have co be sat·
isfied with a color copy printed from e-Bay, perfectly fine for
research but not so great for exhibit.

-James Miller, MDRC

Thank you. We thank our friends for gifts both great and small.

• To those who have given to the Annual Appeal I Membership Drive-much appreciation for the work
you enable us to do-both in enhancing the physical plant, supporting our research with new equipment in the
office and the research center, and encouragi ng us to continue. The List will be published in the fall.
• To Rob Robins, Madeleine and Clem, who gave generously from the barn this past spring. Among the
items donated were a hand-drawn map offarm Land of Henry and William Boardman, 1849, a missionary
membership certificate for M. Elizabeth Sage, 1889, a hay cradle, wooden scythe, and a hay hook with
mechanism.
• To Steve Phillips for painting the front windows of the Stone Store as a gift.
• To Gretta Willig ofGretta's Marketfor donating the coffeefor the opening exhibit at the Stone Store this spring.

