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Mark Dewey Research Center: 

Genealogies & More 

The Society received a huge trove of books from the estate of 
the late Ursula Gamble Kilner of Salisbury, CT, a member in 
the formative years of our group. Ursula was an accomplished 
genealogist and she and her husband were avid readers and 
bibliophiles throughout their lifetimes. 

The collection will be put to different uses, but most important 
to our mission are the hundreds of historical and genealogical 
tomes on states, counties and towns of the cri-state area of 
Massachusetts, Connecticut and New York and general and 
specialized volumes on United States history. These have 
already become part of the permanent collection of our 
research library which is maintained on the Society's campus 
next door to our headquarters, the Dan Raymond House. The 
unique aspects of the library's collection, however, continue to 
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be our manuscript, photograph and 
subject ftles on Sheffield history which 
do not exist anywhere else. 

The published genealogies we now 
possess are listed below and you are 

invited to use them and our other 
resources during regular operating hours, 

1 :30 to 4:00 on Mondays and Fridays. 

Adams Austin Barber Bartholomew 
Batchelder Benjamin Bri�bam 

Boardman Brodhead Bunnell/Bonnell 

Burrell/Burrill Burt Callender Campbell 
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William L. Maxson & the 

Berkshire Trout Farm 

A bit of innovacive post-World \Var II technology found its 
way to Sheffield in the form of an aquaculture venture 
designed to provide fish for meals to be served by Pan 
I\merican \'(/oriel Airways on their new trans-Atlancic 
clipper planes scheduled to begin early in 1949. 

Maxson Food System, which developed much of the 
technology, had early experience in providing frozen meals 
for troops flying overseas with the Naval Air Transport 
Service during the war. Maxson called them Straro-Plates 
and they evolved into what came to be known as the 
popular TV Dinner of the l 9S0's. 

\X/illiam L. Maxson started the trout farm on present-day 
South Undermountain Road in the spring of 1946. It 
consisted of a series of hatching troughs, 25 rearing ponds, 
an arcificial lake and a freezer plant capable of holding one­
half million pounds of fish at 40° below zero, said to be
enough to fill 12 railroad cars. In aclclicion to providing 
trout for its precooked dinners, the company also sold fly, 
fresh fish and rented locker plant space. 

t--faxson was a 1921 graduate of the Naval Academy, 
resigning his commission in I 935. Credited personally 
with nine invencions, his companies held another 72 
patents. One, the "robot na,·igator" was used by Howard 
Hughes in his flight around the world in l 938. 
Unfornmately, Tuba, as Maxon was known, died at age 58 
in 1947 and the $300,000 facility, including four dwellings 
and a barn on 537 acres was put on the market by his 
heirs. It brought only $67,500. 

The new owner, shifcing gears, ran it as a sportsman's 
fishing paradise under the name Berkshire Trout Farm. 
They offered accommodations in a "new luxury i'v[otel" 
and charged $5.50 per clay for fishing, five trout, 
maximum weight five pounds. The acreage was later 
divided into minute "water front" lots too small to build 
on, that caused a ruckus in a town without any planning 
in place. For those of you who are familiar with it, 
Sherwood Forest in Becket was a similar debacle 
perpetrated by the same man. 

- James B.. Miller
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