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Society's Archives Enriched with Civil War-Era Ephemera 
The Society's Mark Dewey Research Center was the recipient of 
significant ephemera from members John-Arthur and Trudy Weaver 
Miller in the form of three original pieces of sheer music by George 
Frederick Root. 

Root, the composer of popular C ivil War music, was born in Sheffield 
on August 30, 1820, and maintained a connection with the rown until 
h is death. His high esteem in the community is demonstrated by the 
clock in the Lower of che Congregational Church (Old Parish) char was 
donated to the town by the Sheffield C hapter of the Grand Army of the 
Republic in Root's memory. The G.A.R. and the C ivil War are 
analogues to the American Legion and World Wars I and II . 

The pieces, just before the Battle, Mother; Tramp! Tramp! Tramp! or 
Prisoner's Hope; and On, On, On, the Boys Came Marching! also known 
as The Prisoner Free are in fine condition. 

Trudy and John-Arthur were also the donors of a signature of George 
Frederick Root some time ago. These additions co T he Society's 
collection that also contains Root song books, engravings, genealogy, 
and a biography are the basis of a strong research resource on chis 
important historical figure. 
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George F. Root sheet music On, On, On, the Boys Come Marching 
© I 865 by Root and Cady. 

The Society's volunteers are always encouraged by unsolicited 
donations from the public and want to thank the Millers fo r their 
thoughtfulness and generosity. 

Society to Feature an Unusual Folk Art Collection in Red, White & Blue exhibit 

Highlights from Mr. Leigh's Colkction: 
Left, Whimsical Elizabeth Ross or Lady 
Liberty figurine holding needle and 
thread. Above, Super patriot waving 
American flag with banner pledging 
"Liberf)\ j11Jtice, and Peace for all. " 

For other details abo11t the exhibit, see calendar listing on page 3. 

Red, White and Blue; Patriotic Motifi in American Folk Art honoring 
the 275th anniversary of Sheffield's founding in 1733 will open at the 
Old Stone Score, Saturday, May I 0. It is a show that will appeal to a 
rainbow of ages and interests covering rhe gamut of artistic technique 
and imagination. 

Beginning in rhe 18th century, democratic American values began co 
be expressed through folk arr by unbounded representations of patriotic 
symbols such as Aags, rhe liberty cap and pole, the bald eagle and 
classical depictions of Lady Liberty and George Washington. As 
interpreted by untrained artisans who made objects largely of utilitarian 
worth , che new values of democracy and freedom found their way in to 
American culture through women's handiwork, portraiture, advertising 
and signage, furniture painting, carving, military material, politics, toys, 
clothing and ephemera. 

The heart of this celebratory exhibit, with selected additions, is from 
che collection of Steven Leigh of Grear Barrington and New York, 
assembled through decades of collecting. An opening reception will be 
held Saturday, May 17th from I to 4 at which rime, Mr. Leigh will be 
available to answer questions and give informal tours of his collection. 
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The Society held its sixth annual Spirit Walk on October 28 
in Center Cemetery. Jodnna Jennings, Ricky Bernstein, 
Catherine Miller, and Dennis Picard (top) starred as 
various recast residents from Sheffield's past. Not pictured 
among those who participated are: Sarah Elizabeth Barnes, 
Dwight Kelly, and Sarah Macy. Catherine Miller played 
Sophia Curtis (left) an wealthy eccentric socialite and 
Joanna Jennings played Carrie Smith Lorraine (right) 
Sheffield's first female photographer. 

In mid October the Historical Society hosted two 5th grade 
classes from Undermozmtain School in Center Cemetery for 
a school program. Above, two girls work on a grave 
rubbing of a Sheffield family plot. More of their classmates 
are pictured on page 7. 
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The halls of Dan Raymond House were decked from floor to ceiling to bring in the season at 
the Holiday Social on December 2. Among the those present were a Loyalist couple from Maple 
Ave (left). The couple, Jonathan & Lisa Reynolds, are booksellm by ocrnpation but 
Revolutionary War reenacters by avocation. The Society hopes to involve the Reynolds in the 
coming years in P};"gramming at its 1774 headquarters. Among the decorations and in the 
Society's collection was a handmade artificial Christmas tree dating.from the fate 1800s (right). 

Above, Gary Levielle and Don Freedman are fed by Jim Miller on his October 16 guided walk 
of Barnard Cemetery, while guest speaker Karin Sprague, a fetter carver from Scituate, RI, who 
joined Jim for the program, looks on. Dennis Sears and Marcia Bro/Ii (left), Joyce Hawkins, 
Susan & Philip Detjens, Natalie Funk were among those who attended (right). 
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Friday, March 14th, 7 :30 pm. 
Colonial Garden Planting & Planning. 

Ruth Green, owner of Green Arts Garden Design and 
head gardener at the Bidwell House Museum, will give a slide 
presentation and talk about heritage garden planting schemes. 

The program will be held in Dewey Memorial Hall. 

Saturday, April 5th-May 4th. Impressions of the Bidwell House Museum. 
Joanna Jennings, the Society Administrator, will show selections from her two past photographic 

exhibitions of the Bidwell House Museum. In an eerie sort of tableau narrative, these text and 
image pairings interpret the past using a contemporary technique. 

For more information about the artist and her work, visit www.joannajennings.com. 
The Old Stone Store exhibit will have an opening reception on Saturday, April 4th, 6-8 pm. 

There will be an informal gallery talk on Friday, April 18th at 7:30 pm. 

Friday, April 11th, 7:30 pm. Roads Less Travelled. 
Bernard A. Drew, Berkshire Eagle "Our Berkshires" columnist and Great Barrington Historical 

Society trustee, will verbally explore a variety of old roads in South County. 
The program will be held in Dewey Memorial Hall. 

Saturday, May 10th, 2 pm. Wheeler House Tour. 
The Great Barrington Historical Society will offer members of the Sheffield Historical Society 

a private tour of their newly restored headquarters-the 1771 Wheeler House! 
The Wheeler House is located on Rte. 7 across from the Big Y!Staples Plaza.. 

Saturday, May 16th, 6:30 pm. An Unfolding History of the Berkshires. 
David J. McLaughlin will present a book talk & signing. In this unique book 'unfolding' 

timelines tell the history of our picturesque and culturally diverse Berkshire region. 
This program will be presented in conjunction with the Bushnell-Sage Library. 

The program will be held at the Bushnell-Sage Library. 

Saturday, May 10th-June 22nd. Red, White & Blue. 
The Society will showcase selections from the collection of Stephen Leigh. All of the objects 
in chis miscellany have one thing in common: they are red, white, and blue! The exhibit will 

be curated by Jim Miller, the Society archivist and resident historian. 
The Old Stone Store exhibit will have an opening reception on Samrday, May 17th, 1-4 pm. 

Friday, June 13th, 7:30 pm. Annual Meeting & The Comic Strip 
Paul Banevicius, Berkshire School Art Department Chair, will present a lecture about his 

upcoming exhibit in the Old Stone Score on the history of the comic scrip. 
The program will be held in Dewey Memorial Hall 

Friday, June 27rh-July 13th. Five Friends Art Exhibit. 
For more information about this exhibit and other upcoming events, visit 1vu1u1.shejjieldhistoryorg. 
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A Celebration of Traditional Music & Dance 
The Reveillons! • April 4-5, 2008 • Sheffield, MA 

I 

The Reveillonsl a traditional Canadian m11.sic and dance troupe from Montreal will perform songs 
and dances based on the amalgam of French, Scotch and Irish sty/rs. The Reveillons! philosophy is that 
"Tradition is not to remake what others did, but to find the spirit in which time things were made. " 

Friday, April 4, 7:30 pm. From Sheffield, England to Sheffield, MA. 
Folk music of England- David Berthiaume of Reveillons! • Folk music of Sheffield­
"Dewey H all Folk Concert Series" and the "4th Saturday Contra Series" have been 

playing for the dances in Sheffield for 29 years • History of Q uebec's Traditional Music­
T he Reveillons! from Monrreal will perform songs and dances based on the amalgam of 

French, Scotch and Irish styles. 
The Friday evening program will take place m Dewey Memorial Hall 

Saturday, April 5, 2-5 pm. Reveillons! Workshops. 
Seep dance, feet as percussion, inscrumenrs, fiddle, Jaw harp. 

Thr Saturday afiernoo11 program will take pLtce in Dewey Memorial Hall. 

Saturday, April 5, 7:30 pm. Dance and Show The Reveillons! 
The Saturday evening Dance will be held at the Southrm Berkshire Regional School 

Strategic Planning Session continued from page 5 

II I. Synthesis. T he following six ideas were mosr popular, four of which were inrerrelaced• 
•• These six ideas will become the priorities of SHS in the next three years. 

A. Cataloguing the Dan Raymond House Collection 
B. Reconnecting with area Teachers/Schools• 
C. Teacher Seminars* and education programs 
D. Grounds improved and utilized 
E. Collecting Oral Histories** 
F. Family Programs•* 

IV. Commitment. Finally, each attendee was asked ro personally 
commie co one of these six areas, che groups formed co become an informal "committee" of 
son s. The chairperson of each committee has been bolded. 

A. Carrie Smith Lorraine Project 
Carrie Smith Lorraine Committee: Joanna and Chris 
B. Cataloguing the Dan Raymond House Collection 
Collections Committee: Joanna, Philip, Ross, Brian and Lois 
C. Collecting/Publishing Oral Histories 
Oral History Committee: Marcia, john, Joyce, and Jim 
D. Reconnect wirh School/Teachers 
Education Programming Committee: Joyce, Catherine, Dermis, Dorothy, and Harry 
E. Grounds Utilization (and Beaurificacion) Project. Includes development of programs to 
utiliu the DRH & grounds, and Sheffield Town 215th Anniversary programming. 
Outreach Committee: Catherine, Gillian, Joyce, Joanna and Lois 

V. Conclusion. Each committee was asked co sec a dace for their first meeting and co report 
back to the board by March 8th, when the board next meets. 
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In October Undermountain School joined the Society for a Spirit Walk and Cemetery 
tour led by Jim Miller and jodnna Jennings. Above, Catherine Miller stars as Sophia 
Curtis, fl wealthy eccentric socialite while Marcia Brolli (below) talks about life as the 
wife of Rev. Bradford, the fourth Congregational minister of Old Parish Church. At right 
top, center and bottom, three more Undermountain students complete grave rubbings. 

Karin Sprague of Karin Sprague Stone Carvers (left) joined Society archivist Jim Miller 
in mid-October for a slide presentation, talk, and cemetery tour. Ms. Sprague spoke about 
what originally drew her to the her cm.ft and the unique artistic process that goes into the 
creation of each gmvemarker. In November, Berkshire Eagle columnist Ruth Bass (center) 
appeared at the Bushnell-Sage Library at a book talk and signing which the Society 
co-hosted. Ms. Bass's recent publication, Sarah's Daughter, is a historical­
.fiction novel about a girl's struggle to raise her siblings after their mother's death in I 9th 
century rural New England. Jon Mclaren, John Weinstein, and a friend fill in their 
guesses at Sheffield Historical Society's annual What's It Night (right) held on January 
I 1. While no one guessed the original purpose of each and every historic tool, some 
members came close and refreshments were offered to all participants alike! 

Wray Gunn speaks about local black heritage while jotinna 
Jennings looks 011 (above} at the Martin Luther King Day Program 
which the Society collaborated on in January with the Library and 
Senior Center. Below, Nancy Race (left) relates her experiences 
growing up as an Afi'ican American and john-Arthur Miller 
(right) honors King with selected choral arrangements. 



2008 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Marcia Broll i, President 
Gillian Hettinger, Vice President 
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J oyce Hawkins 

Brian Levinsoho 

Phi lip Decjens 

Mark Ziobro 

MUSEUM STAFF 
Joanna J ennings, Administrator 
Betty Chapin, Vol11nteer Archivist 
J ames Miller, Vol1tnteer Archivist 

About the Image Opposite: Foorscone. This footstone belongs to Theodosia, 
the first wife of Rev. Adonijah Bidwell who was the first Congregational 
minister of Tyringham. The grave marker's singular motif depicts a pair of 
ladies boots positioned heel to toe. This image captured a grand prize at the 
2007 Monterey Cultural Council Photography Show. 
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The Sheffield Historical Society's mission is to promote a wider 
understanding of the people and events that preceded us in this 
area, and to preserve and transmit that heritage to current and 
future generations. 

159 Main Street 
PO Box 747 
Sheffield, MA 01257 

Phone: 413-229-2694 
E-mail: shs@sheffieldhistory.org 

177 4 Dan Raymond House is open 
July-October, Tuesday-Thursday, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Or by appointment. 

Mark Dewey Research Center is open 
Monday & Friday, 1:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Or by appointment. Email: mdrc@sheffieldhistory.org 

Old Stone Store is open on weekends, 
Saturday, 10 a.m. to 3 p .m., and Sunday, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Closed J anitary through April 

IMPRESSIONS OF THE 
!Yltthtl-e/1 ~Ude ~ettm 

April 4-May 5, 2008 


