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January Mee t in.Q; 

Our January meeting will be held on January 10 , this Friday , 
at 7:JO at Dewe y l·i emorial Hall. I'he prog ram is entitled " Remini s 
cing" . Mrs . Gladys Ro raback and Mr . Oliver Willcox will share 
with us t heir own remembra nces of people , pla ces, and t h ing s in 
Sheffield. This will ~e an o pportunity to l earn some hi s t orica l 
facts never writt e n do~._rn plus some a musing ane cdo tes from the pas t . 
Let ' s be g- in this new year with a laro; e attenda nce a t this mee t ing . 

Colonel Ashley House 

We ' ve lear ned from Mr . and Mrs . Robert Ca rpenter of the 
Ashley House that an application was made this pa st s umme r t o 
have the Colonel Ashley House declared a Nationa l Historic La nd
mark. The applicatio n was filed with the Eas s achuse t ts ~"istorical 
Comnission . The Department of the Interior next receives t he 
application a~d from there it g o es t o the Naticnal Parks Service. 
They look at the house and determine if it qualifies as a histori 
cal l a ndmark . After it is apr roved , there will be a dedica tion , 
awardir..g of a certificate and a bronze plaque desi gnating the house 
as a National Historic Landmark . 

Notes Frc m Previous Meetin~s 

The November meeting with Mrs . Margaret Philbrick as gues t 
was an especially interesting one . She told of the h istory of 
stencilling and pointed out one particularly interesting po int 
of histo ry. 

Jarred J ohnson , a 19th c e ntury farmer and cabinet - ~a ~er , 
who lived on Brush Hill in Sheffield produced many Hitchcock 
type stencils before his death i n 1873 , According to the author 
of Early Ar'.lerican St encils , Janet Warir.~ , his ori5 inal stencil 
bears as close a relationship as those on Hitchcock chairs as 
any that have been found . It is not known , hoNe ver , what c c n
nection , if any , Mr . J ohnson may have had wi t h Lambert Hitchcock 
founder of the Hi tchcock Chair Fac t ory . 



Our Christmas rreetin7 ~as f~stive and gav e everyone the 
Christ'T!as spirit . We were ent 0 r:ained by the Cobbletones , a 
local barher sh op z rr-up . rheir ·;"'" ''s io,·s o f carols and s ome of 
their cwn favorite son~s was he&~ warming . The candleli~ht and 
table cec,.,rat i0ns a "'5ed up +-o : ,· ~ ; t ·-.,"'s :,ea l; t y '.:l.nd :he g -:>odies 
hrought by all Kere the perfec~ ~ ~al touch to a festive mee tin~ . 

Jid. You Kno't/ 'r 

Jamiarv 3O"':.h 17J}- '~, '!lone:; ·-:as raised to huild the fi r st 
'Tle ~tin;i; h0l1se , J5 x ~5 feet , whi-:::1 was erected ahou t three 
quarte r s of a mile P~rt~ o~ t~e ;~esent church ani was occupied 
until 1760 . It was evi1entlv n:; er~cted until the following 
vear , 17)5 , as the ~ollo~in~ V" es passed hay 22~d , 1735 , in 
re~ard to its l nca~i~~ anrl rats~~ ir1icate : 

" Vote'"l to Set t :ie "leet in~ no·:se on -8. Certain t\nle of Land 
Easterly of hr . ' . .Jillia1 11 Go" ·.4 c-t:::hes Dwelli:'1~ l-iouse which is 
In the Street or Hirr~~av . 

" Voted to all o~ :;~en~y Gall=~s o f Rhu~b towards or ror the 
?.a isini,,; of the :1eetin~ house "r for the to'.ms use. 

" Voted to allo·,1 three !:Sarre ls of Good Beare towar ds or for 
or for the Raising of the meeting house . 

"Voted to allow twen:y pounds o f Sugar to .ri;o wi th the Rhu!llb 
and Obadiah Noble and Ensi gn ~shley were made choice to Dool 
out Drinks to stran~ers or t ~~ns people and also to receive 
the ~~ney ltkewis e ~nsi~n Ashley to serve as pinman . 

"Voted to all 0;•1 no Drink to t::e Labor e rs after they are Dis 
mist fro~ lahour et~ . 

Taken f r omHistorv of Ber kshire County Massachusetts , Volume 
1 published t n 18~85 hv Pres s ~f J , Henry Pr obst , N. Y. N. Y. 

BENEFIT AUCTION 

Marion Bar num has s erved most capably f or two year s as auction 
chairman and.has asked us to find another chainnan for this year ' s 
benefit sale . Please l et Lil l i an Prei ss or any other officer know i f 
you are willing to serve i n this capacity. You may call on the entire 
membershi p for your committee ! 


